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From country 7 —Croatia: | 2 participants
Total number of participants: = 39 From total number of countries: = 7

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

Participants in third event in the project had the opportunity to the one hand to know better the
experience and projects developed at national, regional and local level on the topic of city planning
and renovation and inclusion of young people and vulnerable groups; and on the other hand, they
discussed through workshops with a facilitator and transnational workgroups about values, priorities
and methodology to be applied to implement local projects (phase 2 of the Rethink project).

1. Swedish experiences
Three projects have been introduced:

- Gatulabba - this project started from two main questions: is it possible to create a city where
children can move around safely on their own? Child involvement in urban development so
often fails. Is it possible to involve children in urban development in a way that is meaningful
both for children and for the results?

Children are part of the project in all phases from the pre-study to the creation of a vision and
concept to the building phase and with activities during the street festival. From this project, a
toolkit for designers, architects and urban planners has been created to support them in
building the best place for children.

The methodology presented is based on a dialogue approach with three main questions:
1. How do you talk equally?

2. How do you inspire action?

3. How do you listen and respond?

And facing two main challenges: the involvement that should not be delegated and co-design
that should not erase the own creative voice but create something innovative together. This
methodology highlighted the opportunity to involve children for education reasons,
democratic and social reasons and to reach better outcomes.

- The representative of the Swedish University of agricultural science introduced the topic of
child-friendly environments and how environments and places can be made more child-
friendly, both through general knowledge about children's outdoor environments and through
working methods that involve children and others in various ways.

The presentation started from the definition of the qualities for a child-friendly environment
that are: access, safety, inclusion, leisure, freedom, clear environment, involvement and
learning. These qualities led to different processes: participation, shared planning, research,
collaboration and education. The most important link between children’s involvement and city
planning is participation that represents the keyword for the following working methods that is
based on: engaged adults, mainly teachers; engaged municipalities, because adults working
with children need support; clear dialogue among all authors.

- Lekotopen — Trollhattan municipality is committed in creating a place dedicated to children
and aiming at the green sustainability, by addressing: - biodiversity, reconnecting nature by
renovating public spaces; - strengthen neighbours, sense of belonging and ownership of
public spaces by co-creation; - recycling/reusing materials. The cooperation for this specific
project was implemented by several children-artists co creation processes.

2. Transnational workgroups about values, priorities and methodology to be applied to
implement local projects

Participants discussed during two working sessions about values and possible methodologies to be
experimented at local level in planning and implementing projects with local stakeholders.

The three values that were analysed and shared, based on NEB method were:

- Community first — creating authentic connections, listening and well-being. Building spaces
where all people feel welcomed and safe.

- Experience makers — designing meaningful, immersive and transformative experiences.
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Leaving a lasting legacy in memory and in the urban landscape.

- Nature in balance — reconnecting people with nature, beauty and sustainability. Looking at
places with renewed, harmonious and circular perspectives.

These three values are interconnected: every Rethink activity must integrate all three in dialogue.

From this starting point, a Rethink “Compass” has been created. This tool provided for each value
working principles, guiding questions, operational indicators and self-assessment elements. The result
of this discussion is a matrix to be used by participants and local stakeholders giving a solid
background for action locally. The result of this matrix is simple in the structure but rich in meaning. It
does not limit creativity but provides a stable frame within which partners can innovate.

All materials are uploaded on the project website: www.rethink-the-city.eu

Participants in the plenary session
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Visit at Lekotopen
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