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Seinäjoki, capital of space



Space for big

ideas

Seinäjoki is one of Finland’s most successful 

cities. Locals are known for their strong 

outlook, boldness and get-things-done 

attitude.

We had no altitudes or waterways, so we 

built a mountain and five lakes ourselves.

Capital of space

KALA-
JÄRVI

62.767046,
22.816155



Logistically ideal

location ensures

fast connections

Trains almost hourly from Helsinki to Seinäjoki

Helsinki 2 h 50 min

Tampere 1 h 5 min

Oulu 2 h 44 min

80 km to Vaasa International Airport

Ships from Vaasa to Umeå, Sweden 4 h
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vitality

Population growth 
over

600
/ year

Finland’s

16th
largest city

Population almost

67,000

Seinäjoki is the only regional centre in 

Finland with steady population growth 

for over 70 years.

Capital of space

CENTRAL
MARKET

62.790494,
22.839713



Events metropolis

Half a million visitors at events are an 

everyday occurrence in Seinäjoki with 

just 67,000 inhabitants.

• Provinssi music festival since 1979

• Seinäjoki Tango Festival since 1985

• Vauhtiajot Race&Rock since 2004

• Solar Sound Festival since 2014

TÖRNÄVÄ

ISLAND

62.763276,

22.836081
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Alvar Aalto’s 

Seinäjoki
The administrative and cultural centre 
in Seinäjoki is marked by Aalto’s 
internationally esteemed expression 
of form.

Aalto Centre:

• The Cross of the 
Plains Church

• parish centre

• Town Hall

• Civic Square

• city library

• government office 
building

• city theatre

In addition, Seinäjoki is home to the Defence Corps building 

of the Civil Guard which is the only piece from Aalto’s early 

career that has remained unchanged.

AALTO

CENTRE

62.786431,

22.845327
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event spaces

Rytmikorjaamo
This arena of live music and one of the 

largest rock clubs in Finland is mainly 

run by volunteers.

Arts and Culture Centre

Kalevan Navetta
brings together contemporary art exhibitions, 

clubs and courses, concerts and food 

experiences.

Capital of space

KALEVAN 
NAVETTA

62.796663,
22.830357

RYTMI-
KORJAAMO

62.800583,
22.824822



What user participation means for us? 
What is public participation? 

• The ministry of Finance in Finland has defined the Local Government Act (10.4.2015/410, 
22 §) which clarifies at the Opportunities to participate and exert influence clause the 
rights of the citizens. 

• A municipality’s residents and service users have the right to participate in and 
influence the activities of the municipality. Local councils must ensure that there 
are diverse and effective opportunities for participation. 

• The new law changes the role of the local governments to be partner, community 
developer and active developer

• We can design better cities when we participate citizens

• Citizens are the best professionals to express what kind of development should be 
done in their neighborhood

• The duty of cities is to activate and support user participation activities, which 
helps citizens to do urban civic activism and fulfill common goals 

KIRSI MATTILA 26.5.2025



The public participation model

The public participation model has been developed together with different kind of interest groups 

• The model guides the city’s actions to promote inclusion and 
supports community participation in the municipality

• Defines what the City of Seinäjoki means by participation

• Sets concrete goals for the promotion of participation

• Offers local residents information about how they can participate 
and influence matters

• Steers the development of the city’s practices towards a more 
inclusive culture

26.5.2025 KIRSI MATTILA 



The public participation model

The public participation model has been developed together with different kind of interest groups 

• The public participation model of Seinäjoki consists of four different parts:

• Active city with a strong sense of community

• We promote a strong local identity and support community participation to 
make sure that everyone has the opportunity to contribute to their city and 
make it their own.

• Renewing urban environment

• We want to give our residents a real opportunity to contribute to the urban 
environment. We make sure that residents can participate in urban 
planning already at an early stage.

• Seamless services

• The city’s services are user-oriented and close to the local residents. 
Practical actions and good communication create a feeling of inclusion in 
everyday services.

• Open communication

• We provide information about the results of public participation openly and 
actively. The city’s decision-making is transparent. We support interaction 
between the city’s administration, personnel, elected officials and 
residents.26.5.2025 KIRSI MATTILA 



The participatory budgeting

About 50 project developed trough the participatory budgeting

• “The Citizens Budget” is Seinäjoki city's way of implementing participatory budgeting, 
where residents are involved in discussions, planning, and decision-making regarding 
public tax funds

• In the 2025-26 participatory budgeting project, the citizens of Seinäjoki will have the 
opportunity to propose ideas and vote on how 150,000 euros from the city's budget is 
used

• The participatory budgeting will be used to promote the well-being of children and young 
people

• Trough participatory budgeting: 

• About 50 project

• 440.000 euros to the projects 

• Involves thousands of citizens
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Nuorten Tolkku – Art Workshop

Performing arts, theatre, event decoration, music or video…

• Purpose of the Tolkku –workshop is to develop art-
based workshop activities for under 30-year youth who 
were in danger of becoming marginalized and who are 
in unstable employment situations

• The European Social Fund ended March 2022 and since 
Tolkku-workshop has been a part of the City of Seinäjoki
Youth Services

• The aim of the workshop is to strengthen life skills and 
functional abilities of young people using art- based, 
functional methods and to support and promote young 
people towards inclusion, study or work life

• Portfolio of the Nuorten Tolkku - Art Workshop: 
https://tolkkusomistustaide.my.canva.site/julkaistu-
portfolio-in-english

26.5.2025 KIRSI MATTILA 
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Ohjaamo - the service for youth for everyday problems

Education, Financial matters, housing, work, health and wellbeing, freetime

• The One-Stop Guidance Center is a place where you can 
get help in matters related to work, education and 
everyday life

• Almost 70 One-Stop Guidance Centers across Finland 
provide information and guidance fast and based on 
need

• Provided by Seinäjoki Employment office which is 
organized by the City of Seinäjoki
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Free space – the empty old trainstation

Free space – the empty old trainstation

5000 square meters empty space 

• Situated in the middle of the city 

• 3-5 years pilot project 

• The site will be in use for the next 3-5 
years, and then the house will be 
demolished 

26.5.2025 KIRSI MATTILA



The future goal – The Youth Community House

The meeting place in the center of the city

• The future goal -> The Youth House is the youth 
meeting place in the center of the city which 
gathers all the youth services under the same roof

• The Meeting place/Community House/Social Hub 
for young people with international twist

• 3-5 years pilot project. 

26.5.2025 KIRSI MATTILA 
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